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Disclaimer: What we do and what we don’t!

Every year, after the Civil Services Preliminary Examination, we analyse the UPSC question
paper. We also review Clearl AS study materials, mock exams, techniques, and strategies.

The purpose of our analysis is to learn and understand the new trends in the UPSC gquestion
paper. This also helps us to adapt ClearlAS mock exams and study materials according to the
latest requirements of UPSC. We believe this process is necessary to guide aspirants who
trust us, in the right direction.

We don’t claim 90/100 questions were from our resources!

Unlike some coaching institutes and test prep platforms, ClearlAS does not make claims that
90 or 100 questions in UPSC CSE Question paper were directly asked from our mock
question papers. We know that UPSC does not directly pick questions from any coaching
materials.

However, we do the reverse process. We examine how many questions in UPSC CSE Prelims
could have been answered (directly or indirectly) if aspirants followed ClearlAS Study-
materials, mock exams, or technigues. We compile such questions with screenshots for new
aspirants to understand and analyse. This is not an easy task. But still, we do it, every year.
This PDF i1s a compilation of such an exercise.

For our team, it is a highly time-consuming process to go through all Clearl AS materials line
by line to find relevant questions that could be answered from our sources. In this PDF, we
have only included the questions which we found similar on a quick review.

As you can see in this PDF, while some UPSC questions could be completely answered
correctly from Clearl AS study materials, a few other questions could only be partially solved.
Nevertheless, in UPSC Prelims, eliminating a few options dramatically increase the chance of
getting it right. For maximum transparency, we have attached the screenshots.

Our focus is to reduce aspirants’ burden not to increase it!
Clearl AS value the time of aspirants.

We provide only the most relevant study-materials which can be covered by aspirants within
the limited time-frame they have before exams — but sufficient to clear the exam by securing
high marks. That’s the reason why we focus more on the test-based approach, which we
found as a faster-way to learn.

What differentiates ClearlAS from most other UPSC test prep platforms is that our study
materials give the right balance to static topics and current affairs. We don’t copy-paste
everything from The Hindu newspaper, PIB, or Wikipedia and present it as our notes. We
believe that reading a quality newspaper for 30 minutes and making self-notes is 100% more
effective than depending on ‘daily-newspaper-gist’ provided by coaching institutes. We don’t
spoon-feed aspirants, as that will kill the natural ability of aspirants to think and analyse.

“Give a man a fish, and you feed him for a day. Teach a man to fish, and you feed him for a
lifetime” — this is our motto.
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Return on Investment (Rol)

Do you know that the highest fees Clearl AS charges for any of the product or service is just
Rs.4999 (for a limited period)?

Our regular followers know that ClearlAS is not a platform which dumbs all news-materials
as study-materials to claim that all questions came from our resources. When many coaching
Institutes give over-emphasis on current affairs and unload 50000+ pages of irrelevant study
materials and questions, we provide only focussed notes, questions, or techniques. We don’t
oversupply study materials just to claim high hit-ratio.

We believe in focused learning. We believe in the right guidance. We believe in the best
Return on Investment (Rol).

An approach rooted in conceptual understanding

This year UPSC question paper was unconventional when compared to previous years.
However, any serious aspirant who religiously followed ClearlAS Study materials, mock
exams, and techniques could have scored way about the cut-off score this year as well like in
the previous years. This is because ClearlAS give room for uncertainties in the UPSC exam
pattern or trends.

Weightage given by UPSC to different topics can change every year. The need of the hour is
the approach rooted in conceptual understanding. ClearlAS focus on that.

Clearl AS core resources:

ClearlAS follows a TTT Approach (Text-books, Test-series, and Techniques). Our core
resources are the following.

e (ClearlAS Prelims Test Series (4000 questions)

e ClearlAS Current Affairs Capsules (2000+ questions)

e ClearlAS Most Probable Prelims Questions (1500+ questions)

e (ClearlAS FREE online notes

e ClearlAS 20 Intelligent Elimination Techniques Video Class (3-hour)
o ClearlAS Books (JTTI and IATTI)

While we often say that there are no short-cuts to success, covering these resources does not
take much time. The more mock questions you practise and revise, the more closer you are to
the UPSC cut-off score.

Consistent track-record of Clearl AS

On a quick analysis, this year too, we feel 100+ marks could be easily scored if a candidate
closely followed Clearl AS resources, technigues, and advises. This has been a consistent
trend since 2015 when we launched ClearlAS Prelims Online Mock Test Series.

While we are happy about our consistent success, we think that the role of any mentor or
coaching institute in the success of any candidate is only a maximum of 40%. The rest 60%
of the effort has to come from the side of the candidate.
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ClearlAS aim to help aspirants clear UPSC Prelims no matter how difficult the Commission
set the question paper. Our philosophy is to save the time and effort of aspirants by providing
the most relevant questions and study materials.

Now, there are thousands of IAS coaching institutes and UPSC test-prep platforms in India.
We congratulate you for realising that ClearlAS is different.

We thank you for trusting ClearlAS.

Prepare focussed. You will succeed. All the best!

Best wishes from,

Alex Andrews George

Author, Mentor, and Entrepreneur (Founder of ClearlAS.com)
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Questions In UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 vs Related
Questions In Clearl AS Prelims Test Series 2020

UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 Question

ClearlAS Prelims Test Series 2020 Question

1 "The crop is subtropical in nature. A hard frost iS | 87.Which of the following crops is known for its requirement of at least 200
- . : frost-free days?
Injurious to it. It requires at least 210 frost-free days g
o A Tea
and 50 to 100 centimeters of rainfall for its growth. A | « B.Coffee
« C.Cotton «
light well-drained soil capable of retaining moisture is | =« D.Rubber
. . . . " . uestion was not answered
ideally suited for the cultivation of the crop." Which ?
one of the following is that crop?
Learning Zone: The development of the Cotton is sensitive to temperature.
(a)COtton Cool nights and low daytime temperatures result in vegetative growth with few
(b)Jute fruiting branches. The crop is very sensitive to frost and a minimum of 200
frost-free days is required. The length of the total growing period is about 150
(c)Sugarcane to 180 days.
(d) Tea - - -
GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(709PT - 20)
2 Who among the following rulers advised his subjects

through this inscription?

"Whosoever praises his religious sect or blames
other sects out of excessive devotion to his own sect,
with the view of glorifying his own sect, he rather
Injures his own sect very severely."

(a)Ashoka

(b)Samudragupta

(c)Harshavardhana

(d)Krishnadeva Raya

4. Which of the following statements about Ashoka's Dhamma are correct?

1. Though Ashoka's dhamma did not involve performance of a sacrifice, it
encouraged worship of a god.

2. The dhamma mahamattas were the officials who appointed to teach
people about dhamma.

3. According to Dhamma, it is both wrong to praise one's own religion or
criticize another's.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A.2and 3only «
B. 1 and 2 only
C.1and 3 only
D.1,2and 3

ClearlAS.com - Page 5




Learning Zone: Ashoka's dhamma did not involve worship of a god, or
performance of a sacrifice. ' Dhamma’ is the Prakrit word for the Sanskrit term
‘Dharma’.

Ashoka appointed officials, known as the dhamma mahamatta who went from
place to place teaching people about dhamma. Besides, Ashoka got his
messages inscribed on rocks and pillars, instructing his officials to read his
message to those who could not read it themselves.

Dhamma advocated following practices:

Being gentle with slaves and servants,

Respecting one’s elders.

Treating all creatures with compassion.

Giving gifts to Brahmins and monks.
It is both wrong to praise one’s own religion or criticize another’s. Each

one should respect the other’s religion.

NCERT HISTORY — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(301PT - 20)

Which part of the Constitution of India declares the 1. Consider the following statements about Directive Principles in the
_ constitution of India:
ideal of Welfare State?

] ) .. . 1. Directive Principles emphasize the objectives that society need to adopt
(a) Directive Principles of State Policy pies smp ’ v P

for its welfare.

(b) Fundamental Rights 2. Directive Principles also entitles citizens certain justiciable rights other
than Fundamental Rights.

(c) Preamble

(d) Seventh Schedule Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A.Tonly «

B. 2 only
C.Both1and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Question was not answered

Learning Zone: Directive Principles lists the goals and objectives that we as a
society should adopt & directive principles ensure the well-being of the entire
society.

Certain rights that individuals should enjoy apart from the Fundamental Rights
are mentioned in Directive Principles but they are not justiciable. They are right
to work, right against economic exploitation, early childhood care etc.

NCERT POLITY — UPSC PRELIMS ALL INDIA
MOCK TEST (305PT - 21A)

ClearlAS.com - Page 6




""Gold Tranche' (Reserve Tranche) refers to

(a) a loan system of the World Bank

(b) one of the operations of a Central Bank

(c) a credit system granted by WTO to its members
(d) a credit system granted by IMF to its members

7. With reference to 'Reserve Tranche Position’, which of the following
statements are correct?

1. The Reserve Tranche Position is the amount of money each country
should give to International Monetary Fund (IMF) as a proportion of their
quota.

2. The Reserve Trench Position of a member country can be accessed by
the country at any time, whereas the rest of their quota is typically
unaccessible.

3. The Reserve Tranche Position is accounted among a country's foreign-
exchange reserves.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A.1and 2 only
B.1and 3 only
C.2and 3 only
D.1,2and 3 «

Learning Zone: The difference between a member's quota and the IMF's
holdings of its currency is a country’s Reserve Tranche Position (RTP). Itis
usually 25 percent of the quota. Say for example, if India's quota in IMF is 100
billion dollars, then 25 billion dollars is designated as RTP, which can be used
by India at times of financial need. The rest 75 billion dollars are IMF's
holdings, which normally cannot be used by the member country. Reserve
Tranche Position is accounted among a country's foreign-exchange reserves.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(701PT — 20)

Consider the following statements:

1. According to the Constitution of India, a person
who is eligible to vote can be made a minister in a
State for six months even if he/she is not a member
of the Legislature of that State.

2. According to the Representation of People Act,
1951, a person convicted of a criminal offence and
sentenced to imprisonment for five years is
permanently disqualified from contesting an election
even after his release from prison.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

18. The Member of council of ministers in India at the time of his/her

appointment

» A. need to be a member of Lok Sabha

» B. need not be a member of Parliament

» C. need not necessarily be a member of Parliament, but has to get
elected to Lok Sabha within six months of appointment as minister

» D. need not necessarily be a member of Parliament, but has to get v

elected to one of the Houses of the Parliament within six months of
appointment as minister

Question was not answered

Learning Zone: The Prime Minister is free to choose ministers, as long as they
are members of Parliament. Sometimes, a person who is not a member of
Parliament can also become a minister. But such a person has to get elected
to one of the Houses of the Parliament within six months of appointment as
minister.

NCERT POLITY — UPSC PRELIMS ALL INDIA
MOCK TEST (305PT — 21A)
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Rajya Sabha has equal powers with Lok Sabha in
(a) the matter of creating new All India Services

(b) amending the Constitution

(c) the removal of the government

(d) making cut motions

41. Which of the following powers are commonly shared by Lok Sabha and
Rajya Sabha?

1. Controlling the finance

2. Initiate the resolution for the removal of the Vice President of India
3. Criticize the Government

4. Impeachment of the President

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A.1,2and 3 only
B. 1,2 and 4 only
C.3and4only «
D.1,2,3and 4

Question was not answered

Learning Zone: The Rajya Sabha is elected by the MLAs and not directly by the
people. Hence, Lok Sabha enjoy certain extra powers than the Rajya Sabha. In
case of controlling finance, a money bill cannot be initiated, rejected or
amended by Rajya Sabha. However, Rajya Sabha alone can initiate the
procedure for removal of Vice President. For criticizing the government and
the impeachment of President, both houses enjoy the same powers.

NCERT POLITY — UPSC PRELIMS ALL INDIA
MOCK TEST (305PT — 21A)

Consider the following statements:

1. The Constitution of India defines its basic structure
In terms of federalism, secularism, fundamental
rights and democracy.

2. The Constitution of India provides for Judicial
review' to safeguard the citizens' liberties and to
preserve the ideals on which the Constitution is based.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

92. The ‘Basic Structure' doctrine in the context of Constitution of India was
given by the

e A.judiciary «

» B. legislature

e C.media
e D. framers of the constitution of India

Question was not answered

Learning Zone: In 1973, the Supreme Court gave a decision that has become
very important in regulating the relations between the Parliament and the
Judiciary since then. This case is famous as the Kesavananda Bharati case. In
this case, the Court ruled that there is a basic structure of the Constitution and
nobody—not even the Parliament (through amendment)—can violate the basic
structure.

NCERT POLITY — UPSC PRELIMS ALL INDIA
MOCK TEST (305PT - 21A)
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Which of the following statements are correct
regarding the general difference between plant and
animal cells?

1. Plant cells have cellulose cell walls whilst animal
cells do not.

2. Plant cells do not have plasma membrane unlike
animal cells which do.

3. Mature plant cell has one large vacuole vacuoles.
Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

7. Which of the following statements is/are correct?

1. Only cells of plants have cell wall.

2. Bacteria and blue green algae have nuclear membrane.

3. Transfer of characters from the parents to the offspring is done by
chromosomes.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A. 2 only

B. 1 and 2 only
C.1and3only «
D.1,2and 3

Learning Zone: An outer thick layer present in cells of plants called cell wall.
This additional layer surrounding the cell membrane is required by plants for
protection against variations in temperature, high wind speed, atmospheric
moisture etc.

The cells having nuclear material without nuclear membrane are termed
prokaryotic cells. The organisms with these kinds of cells are called
prokaryotes. Examples are bacteria and blue-green algae.

Chromosomes carry genes and help in inheritance or transfer of characters
from the parents to the offspring.

NCERT SCIENCE - UPSC PRELIMS ALL INDIA
MOCK TEST (308PT —20A)

Consider the following statements :

1. Jetstreams occur in the Northern Hemisphere
only.

2. Only some cyclones develop an eye.

3. The temperature inside the eye of a cyclone is
nearly 10°C lesser than that of the surroundings.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

8. A very strong and steady westerly wind blowing just below the tropopause
is called

A. Jetstream «

B. Hurricane

C. Equatorial current
D. Doldrums

Question was not answered

Learning Zone: The jet stream is a rapid current typically thousands of
kilometers long, a few hundred kilometers wide, and only a few kilometers
thick. Jetstream affect climate and weather.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(701PT - 20)
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10 | Consider the following statements: 62. With reference to Whole Sale Price Index (WPI) and Consumer Price
1 The Weightage of food in Consumer Price Index Index (CPI) in India, consider the following statements:
(CPI) is higher than that in Wholesale Price Index 1. Weightage of food is less in WPI than in CPI.
2. Weightage of fuel is more in WPI than in CPL.
(WP I)' 3. WPI has no services in it but CPI takes into account of services too.
2. The WPI does not capture changes in the prices
Which of the statements given above are correct?
of services, which CPI does.
- . e A.1and?2only
3. Reserve Bank of India has now adopted WPI as its « B.2and 3 only
. . . . e C.1and3only
key measure of inflation and to decide on changingthe | | ;154043 »
key policy rates. Question was not answered
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 2 only Lea‘rnlng Zone: Wzlﬂghtage.ﬂf food is less in \T'WIPI{MJ—&.) than in CPI(50%). |
eightage of fuel is more in 6) thanin 6). as no services
Weightage of fuel WPI (15%) th CPI (10%). WPI h
(b) 2 only in it, but CPI takes into account of services 10o0.
c) 3onl : : :
() y GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
d)1,2and3
(d) (701PT - 20)
11 Among the following Tiger Reserves, which one has 78. Which of the following is the largest tiger reserve in India?
Cy~ e . A » A. Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve, Andhra Pradesh- 4
the largest area under ""Critical Tiger Habitat"? Te[angar{a ’ °
e B. Ranthambore Tiger Reserve, Rajasthan
(a) Corbett e C. Periyar Tiger Reserve, Kerala
e D. Kanha Tiger Reserve, Madya Pradesh
b) Ranthambore
( ) Question was not answered
(c) Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam
(d) Sunderbans Learning Zone: Nagarjunsagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve (Andhra Pradesh-
Telangana) is the largest Tiger reserve in India. The reserve spreads over five
districts, Nalgonda District, Mahbubnagar district, Kurnool District, Prakasam
District and Guntur District.
GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(702PT - 20)
12 In which one of the following groups are all the four 54. Which of the following countries are not the members of G20 economies?

countries members of G207?

(a) Argentina, Mexico, South Africa and Turkey
(b) Australia, Canada, Malaysia, and New Zealand
(c) Brazil, Iran, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam

(d) Indonesia, Japan, Singapore and South Korea

1. Saudi Arabia
2. Turkey

3. Mauritius

4. Argentina

5. New Zealand

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A.1,2and 5 only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.3and 5only ¢
D.1,2,3,4and 5

ClearlAS.com - Page 10




Learning Zone: Mauritius and New Zealand do not come under G20 major
economies.

The members of the G20 are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China,
France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan, Republic of Korea, Mexico,
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United
States and the European Union.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(704PT — 20)

13

Consider the following pairs:
River - Flows into

1. Mekong- Andaman Sea

2. Thames - Irish Sea

3. Volga - Caspian Sea

4, Zambezi - Indian Ocean
Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly
matched?

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 3 only

(c) 3and 4 only

(d) 1, 2and 4 only

48. Which of the following is/are correct about the Zambezi River?

1. It is the political boundary between Zambia and Zimbabwe.
2. Victoria falls is on the Zambezi river.
3. Kariba dam is in this river.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A. 1 only

B. 1 and 2 only
C. 2 and 3 only
D.1,2and 3 «

Learning Zone: The Zambezi is the longest east-flowing river in Africa. It starts
on the north-western side of Zambia and ends in the eastern side in the Indian
Ocean. The Zambezi flows through six countries. From its source in Zambia
the river flows through Angola, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe (along its
border with Zambia), and then across Mozambique to the Indian Ocean. There
are several waterfalls on the Zambezi including the amazing Victoria Falls,
which is one of Africa’s most popular sightseeing spots. Other waterfalls on
the Zambezi include Ngonye Falls in Western Zambia and Chavuma Falls on
the border of Angola and Zambia. The annual flood of the Zambezi River
brings about one of the best-known ceremonies in Zambia called Kuomboka.
Kuomboka translated means "to move out of the water". A huge source of
hydroelectric power on the Zambezi is the Kariba Dam. At 420 feet (128
meters) high and 1,900 feet (579 meters) long it is one of the largest dams in
the world.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(707PT — 20)
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14 W,ith reference to Indian e|ephant5, consider the 6. With reference to elephants in India, consider the following statements:
fO”OWIng statements: 1. Project Elephant was launched in 1991-92.
1. The leader of an elephant group is a female. 2. Project Elephant is a centrally sponsored scheme by the Government of
India.
2. The maximum gestation period can be 22 months. 3. The most number of elephants are found in Assam followed by Kerala
3. An elephant can normally go on calving till the age o Ll
of 40 years only. Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
4. Among the States in India, the highest elephant . A.1only
: T e B.2and 3 only
population is in Kerala. . C.1and2only v
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? * D.1,2and3
(a) 1and 2 only Learning Zone: Kerala has the most number of elephants followed by Assam
and Karnataka. The objectives of the scheme are:
(b) 2 and 4 only J
(C) 3 only » To protect elephants, their habitat & corridors.
» To address issues of man-animal conflict.
(d) 1,3and 4 Only « Welfare of captive elephants.
GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(7T09PT — 20)
15 If the RBI decides to adopt an expansionist 51. Which of the following is/are examples of expansionary Fiscal Policy?

monetary policy, which of the following would it
not do?

1. Cut and optimize the Statutory Liquidity Ratio
2. Increase the Marginal Standing Facility Rate
3. Cut the Bank Rate and Repo Rate Select the
correct answer using the code given below:

(@) 1and 2 only

(b) 2 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d)1,2and3

1. Increase in government spending
2. Increase in the tax rates
3. Increase in the interest rates

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A.Tonly «

B. 1 and 2 only
C.1,2and 3

D. None

Question was not answered

Learning Zone: Expansionary fiscal policy should result in more money with
the public. More taxation means less money with the public to spend.
Changing the interest rate is a monetary policy. Even if to increase the money
supply, one has to lower the interest rates.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(709PT — 20)
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16

The Gandhi-Irwin Pact included which of the
following?

1. Invitation to Congress to participate in the Round
Table Conference Withdrawal of Ordinances
promulgated in connection with the Civil
Disobedience Movement

3. Acceptance of Gandhiji's suggestion for enquiry into
police excesses

4. Release of only those prisoners who were not
charged with violence

Select the correct answer using the code given below :
(@) 1 only

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only

(c) 3only

(d) 2, 3and 4 only

5. Which of the following actions was/were conceded by the colonial
government under the Gandhi-Irwin pact?

1. The release of all political prisoners who are not convicted of violence.
2. The right to peaceful and non-aggressive picketing.
3. The right to make salt for consumption to villages along the coast.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

1 only

2 and 3 only
1 and 3 only
1,2and 3 «

o A
s B.
« C.
« D
Learning Zone: The terms of the Gandhi-Irwin agreement included the
immediate release of all political prisoners not convicted of violence, the
remission of all fines not yet collected, the return of confiscated lands not yet

sold to third parties, and lenient treatment of those government employees
who had resigned.

The Government also conceded the right to make salt for consumption to
villages along the coast, as also the right to peaceful and non-aggressive
picketing.

The Congress demand for a public inquiry into police excesses was not
accepted.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(713PT - 20)

84. With reference to the Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 1931, what were the clauses
agreed by Gandhi?

1. No demand for an inquiry into alleged police excesses during national
movement

2. Civil disobedience movement will be called off

3. Gandhi and other leaders will participate in the second round table
conference

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

1 and 2 only
2 and 3 only
1 and 3 only
1,2and 3 «

e A
s B.
o C.
» D.
Learning Zone: In March 1931, Gandhiji, negotiated on behalf of the Congress,
and Lord Irwin, the Viceroy, came to a settlement known as the Gandhi-Irwin
Pact by which the government agreed to release non-violent political prisoners,
allowed the people to make salt for domestic usage and to peacefully picket
the shops selling foreign cloth and liquor. With this, the Congress suspended
the civil disobedience movement and participated in the Second Round Table
Conference.

ClearlAS.com - Page 13




GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(701PT - 20)

17 With reference to the provisions contained in Part IV | 64. Consider the following statements about the Directive Principles of State
S . . . Policy (DPSP):
of the Constitution of India, which of the following
statements is/are correct? 1. DPSPs are fundamental in the governance of the country and it is the
duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws.
1 They shall be enforceable by courts. 2. Directive Principles of State Policies are not enforceable by any court.
2. They shall not be enforceable by any court.
o _ _ _ Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

3. The principles laid down in this part are to

. : e« A.1only

Influence the making of laws by the State. . B. 2 only

i : . e« C.Both1and2 «

Select the correct answer using the code given below: « D. Neither 1 nor 2

(@) 1 only Question was not answered

(b) 2 only

(C) 1 and 3 only Learning Zone: The provisions contained in Part IV (Directive Principles of
State Policy) shall not be enforceable by any court, but these principles are
nevertheless fundamental in the governance of the country and it shall be the

(d) 2and 3 only heless fund lin th fth d it shall be th
duty of the State to apply these principles in making laws.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(713PT - 20)
18 | Which one of the following protected areas is well- 9. Consider the following statements:

known for the conservation of a sub-species of the

Indian swamp deer (Barasingha) that thrives well on

hard ground and is exclusively graminivorous ?
(a) Kanha National Park

(b) Manas National Park

(c) Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary

(d) Tal Chhapar Wildlife Sanctuary

1. Kanha is the first tiger reserve in India to officially introduce a mascot.
2. Barasingha, a hard ground swamp deer is the mascot of Kanha tiger
reserve.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only
C.Bothland2 «
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Question was not answered

Learning Zone: Kanha has become the first tiger reserve in India to officially
introduce a mascot — Bhoorsingh the Barasingha — to present the hard
ground swamp deer as the spirit of the reserve and spread awareness to save
it from possible extinction.

Barasingha, or swamp deer, is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(714PT - 20)
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19

The Preamble to the Constitution of India is

(a) a part of the Constitution but has no legal effect
(b) not a part of the Constitution and has no legal
effect either

(e) a part of the Constitution and has the same legal
effect as any other part

(d) a part of the Constitution but has no legal effect

independently of other parts

81. Consider the following statements about the Preamble:

1. It is not part of the constitution.
2. It is not a source of power for legislation for the Parliament.

Select the correct statement using the code given below:

A. 1 only

B.2only «
C.Both1and 2

D. None of the above

Question was not answered

Learning Zone:

» Preamble is a part of the constitution. In Berubari Case (1960), Supreme
Court had held that Preamble is not a part of the constitution but later in
Kesavanada Bharati Case (1973), the Supreme Court gave an elaborate
verdict which inter alia said that Preamble is Part of Constitution and is
subject to the amending power of the parliament as any other provisions
of the Constitution.

» It also does NOT provide any legal framework of constitutional law.
Preamble is neither a source of power nor a source of limitations. It
neither provides any power nor imposes any duty. Its importance is in role
to be played in interpretation of statues, also in the interpretation of
provisions of the Constitution.

POLITY — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test (504PT —
20)

2. With reference to the Indian constitution, which of the
following statements is/are correct?

1. The concept of the ‘Concurrent List' is a borrowed idea from the Irish
Constitution.

2. Secularism is a basic feature of the Indian constitution.

3. The Preamble is enforceable by itself.

4. The Forty-fourth Constitutional Amendment Act is called as the 'mini-
constitution'.

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A.1and 2 only
B.2only +

C. 1,3 and 4 only
D. 2 and 4 only

ClearlAS.com - Page 15




Learning Zone:

« The Concurrent list and the Joint sitting of Parliament are borrowed from
the Australian Constitution.

» Secularism is a basic feature, as per SC judgement in SR Bommai Case.

« The preamble is not enforceable by itself (KeshavanandaBharati case),
but there are many laws with Preambular values. 42

o 42" Amendment Act of 1976 is called as the 'mini-constitution’, due to
the wide-scale changes brought in by it.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test

(707PT — 20)
20 | A constitutional government by definition is a 63. Consider the following statements about the constitution of a country:

(a) government by Ieglslature 1. A constitution facilitates for coordination in a society.

(b) popular government 2. A constitution sets limits on government favouring citizens.

(C) mUItI-party government Select the correct answer using the code given below.

(d) limited government
» A 1only
» B.2only
e C.Bothland2 «
» D. Neither 1 nor 2
Learning Zone: Any group will need some basic rules that are publicly
promulgated and known to all members of that group to achieve a minimal
degree of coordination. Constitution provides a set of basic rules that allow for
minimal coordination amongst members of a society.
The constitution is to set some limits on what a government can impose on its
citizens. These limits are fundamental in the sense that government may
never trespass them. Such as Freedom of religion favouring citizens to profess
as they wish and limits government's imposition.
POLITY — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test (305PT —

20)
21 With reference to carbon nanotubes, consider the 45. Consider the following statements about ‘Nanotubes’:

following statements:

1. They can be used as carriers of drugs and antigens
in the human body.

2. They can be made into artificial blood capillaries
for an injured part of human body.

3. They can be used in biochemical sensors.

4. Carbon nanotubes are biodegradable. Which of the

statements given above are correct?

1. Carbon nanotubes exhibit extraordinary strength and are efficient
conductors of heat.
2. It is possible to synthesize Inorganic nanotubes.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only
C.Both1and2 «
D. Neither 1 nor 2
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(@) 1and 2 only
(b) 2, 3and 4 only
(c) 1, 3and 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4

Learning Zone: Carbon nanotubes (CNTs) are an allotrope of carbon. They
take the form of cylindrical carbon molecules and have novel properties that
make them potentially useful in a wide variety of applications in
nanotechnology, electronics, optics and other fields of materials science.

They exhibit extraordinary strength and unique electrical properties and are
efficient conductors of heat.

Inorganic nanotubes have also been synthesized. Nanotubes are members of
the fullerene structural family, which also includes buckyballs.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(716PT — 20)

22

Consider the following statements:

1. Coal ash contains arsenic, lead and mercury.

2. Coal-fired power plants release sulphur dioxide and
oxides of nitrogen into the

environment.

3. High ash content is observed in Indian coal.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3only

(d)1,2and 3

83. Consider the following statements:

1. Indian coal has comparatively higher ash content than imported coal.
2. The coal seams of India are of drift origin.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only
C.Both1and2 «
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Learning Zone: Ash content of coal produced in the country is generally 25 to
45 % whereas average ash content of imported coal varies from 10 to 20 %.

Indian Coal has comparatively higher ash content than imported coal due to
drift theory of the formation of coal deposits in India. Coal seams formed due
to drift theory contains higher ash as compared to the in-situ theory of
formation.

According to the drift theory, the plant material was transported with the
stream of water from one place to another, and finally gets deposited in a
place of swamp having a suitable condition like sediments.

GS All Topics — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(717PT - 20)
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16. Consider the following statements about the fly ash’, sometimes seen in
the news:

1. Major components of the fly ash are silicon dioxide, aluminium oxide
and calcium oxide.
2. It can be mixed with cement for construction purposes.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only
C.Both1and2 «
D. Neither 1 nor 2

Learning Zone: Fly ash is one of the coal combustion products, composed of
the fine particles that are driven out of the boiler with the flue gases. Ash that
falls in the bottom of the boiler is called bottom ash. In modern coal-fired
power plants, fly ash is generally captured by electrostatic precipitators or
other particle filtration equipment before the flue gases reach the chimneys.
Together with bottom ash removed from the bottom of the boiler, it is known
as coal ash. Depending upon the source and makeup of the coal being burned,
the components of fly ash vary considerably, but all fly ash includes
substantial amounts of silicon dioxide (SiO3)

(both amorphous and crystalline), aluminium oxide (Al;03) and calcium
oxide (Ca0), the main mineral compounds in coal-bearing rock strata.

In the past, fly ash was generally released into the atmosphere, but air
pollution control standards now require that it be captured prior to release by
fitting pollution control equipment. In the US, fly ash is generally stored at coal
power plants or placed in landfills. About 43% is recycled, often used as

a pozzolan to produce hydraulic cement or hydraulic plaster and a
replacement or partial replacement for Portland cement in concrete
production. Pozzolans ensure the setting of concrete and plaster and provide
concrete with more protection from wet conditions and chemical attack.

CURRENT AFFAIRS — UPSC Prelims All India Mock
Test (802PT — 20)

23

In the context of India, which of the following is/are
considered to be practice(s) of eco-friendly
agriculture?

1. Crop diversification

2. Legume intensification

3. Tensiometer use

4. Vertical farming

Select the correct answer using the code given below:
(a) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 3 only

12. Which of the following is/are soil conservation method/methods?

1. Crop rotation
2. Wind breaks
3. Terrace framing

Select the correct answer using codes given below.

A. 2 and 3 only

B. 3 only
C.1,2and3

D. None of the above

ClearlAS.com - Page 18




(c) 4 only
(d)1,2,3and 4

Learning Zone: Crop rotation is the practice of growing a series of dissimilar
or different types of crops in the same area in sequenced seasons. It helps in
reducing soil erosion and increases soil fertility and crop yield. The changing
of crops in a sequence decreases the population level of pests by (1)
interrupting pest life cycles and (2) interrupting pest

habitat. A windbreak or shelter-belt is a plantation usually made up of one or
more rows of trees or shrubs planted in such a manner as to provide shelter
from the wind and to protect soil from erosion. Terraced fields decrease both
erosion and surface runoff, and may be used to support growing crops that
require irrigation, such as rice.

GEOGRAPHY — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(503PT — 20)

24

With reference to pulse production in India, consider
the following statements:

1. Black gram can be cultivated as both kharif and
rabi crop.

2. Green-gram alone accounts for nearly half of pulse
production.

3. In the last three decades, while the production of
kharif pulses has increased, the production of rabi
pulses has decreased.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d)1,2and3

20. Which of the following are Rabi crops in India?

1. Groundnut
2. Gram

3. Mustard
4. Barley

Select the correct answers using the code given below.

A. 1 and 2 only
B.2,3and 4 only +
C. 1 and 3 only
D. 3 and 4 only

Learning Zone: The kharif crops include rice, maize, sorghum, pear|
millet/bajra, finger millet/ragi (cereals), arhar (pulses), soyabean, groundnut
(oilseeds), cotton etc. The Rabi crops include wheat, barley, oats (cereals),
chickpea/gram (pulses), linseed, mustard (oilseeds) etc.

GEOGRAPHY — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test
(503PT - 20)
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Along with the Budget, the Finance Minister also
places other documents before the Parliament which
Include "The Macro Economic Framework
Statement. The aforesaid document is presented
because this is mandated by

(a) Long standing parliamentary convention

(b) Article 112 and Article 110 (1) of the Constitution
of India

(c) Article 113 of the Constitution of India

(d) Provisions of the Fiscal Responsibility and
Budget Management Act, 2003

53. Which of the following statements are presented to the Parliament of

India along with the 'Annual Financial Statement’, as per the
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 20037

1. Macro-Economic Framework Statement

2. Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement

3. Medium-Term Fiscal Policy Statement

4. Long-Term Revenue Framework Statement

Select the correct answer using the code given below.

A.
B.
C.
D.

1,2and 3only «
1, 2 and 4 only

3 and 4 only
1,2,3and 4

Learning Zone: A brief description of the documents:

Macro-Economic Framework Statement contains an assessment of the
growth prospects of the economy along with the statement of specific
underlying assumptions.

Fiscal Policy Strategy Statement outlines for the existing financial year,
the strategic priorities of the Government relating to taxation,
expenditure, lending and investments, administered pricing, borrowings
and guarantees.

Medium-Term Fiscal Policy Statement sets out the three-year rolling
targets for five specific fiscal indicators in relation to GDP at market
prices, namely (i) Revenue Deficit, (ii) Fiscal Deficit, (iii)

Effective Revenue Deficit (iv) Tax to GDP ratio and (v) Total outstanding
Central Government Liabilities at the end of the year.

Medium-Term Expenditure Framework Statement sets forth the three-
year rolling target for certain expenditure indicators along with
delineation of the underlying assumptions and risks. The objective

of the MTEF is to provide a closer integration between the budget and
the FRBM Statements.

All the above statements are presented to the parliament under the
Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act, 2003. But, first
three documents are presented along with Annul Financial Statement and

the Medium-Term Expenditure Framework Statement is generally presented

in the session next to the budget session.

ECONOMY — UPSC Prelims All India Mock Test (505PT

— 20)
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26 With reference to the Indian economy, consider the 27. Which of the following statements is/are correct about Call Money?
following statements:
_ _ 1. It is a method by which banks borrow from each other to be able to
promissory note. 2. It is long term finance repayable on demand, used for inter-bank
o o ] transactions.
2. 'Certificate of Deposit is a long-term of India to a
corporation. Select the correct answer using the code given below.
3. 'Call Money" is a short-term finance used for « Alonly v
. - « B.2only
Interbank transactions. . C Both 1and 2
4. "Zero-Coupon Bonds' are the interest bearing short- | * D-Neither1nor2
term bonds issued by the Scheduled Commercial Call money is short term finance repayable on demand, with a maturity period
) of one day to fifteen days, used for inter-bank transactions. Commercial banks
Banks to corporations. have to maintain a minimum cash balance known as cash reserve ratio. The
Which of the statements given above is/are correct? Reserve Bank of India changes the cash reserve ratio from time to time which
in turn affects the amount of funds available to be given as loans by
(a) land 2 Only commercial banks.
(b) 4 only
Call money is a method by which banks borrow from each other to be able to
(C) land3 Only maintain the cash reserve ratio. The interest rate paid on call money loans is
(a) 2 3and 4 0n|y known as the call rate. It is a highly volatile rate that varies from day-to-day
and sometimes even from hour-to-hour.
NCERT ECONOMY - UPSC Prelims All India Mock
Test (505PT — 20)
27 Consider the following statements: 13. Consider the following statements about Genome editing:

1. Genetic changes can be introduced in the cells
that produce eggs or sperms of a prospective
parent.

2. A person's genome can be edited before birth at
the early embryonic stage.

3. Human induced pluripotent stem cells can be
Injected into the embryo of a pig.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d)1,2and3

1. In genome editing, an enzyme is used to cut the DNA at a specific
sequence.

2. Through genome edits, intended characteristics can be introduced into
the genome.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only
C.Both1and2 «
D. Neither 1 nor 2
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Learning Zone: Genome editing is the process of modifying the nucleotide
sequence (A, T, G and C) of the genome. In the process, an enzyme cuts the
DNA at a specific sequence, and when this is repaired by the cell, a change or
‘edit’ is made to the sequence. These edits are made to ensure that intended
characteristics can be brought about in the genome.

Genome editing represents the next step of evolution in our ability to analyse
and edit the genetics of plants, animal and humans.

CURRENT AFFAIRS — UPSC Prelims All India Mock
Test (804PT — 20)

Note: There are many more guestions asked in UPSC Civil Services Preliminary Examination
2020 related with the questions provided as part of Clear[AS Prelims Test Series 2020. It’s
highly time-consuming to search and compile all such questions. We have only highlighted a few

questions which our regular users pointed out.
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UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 Question

ClearlAS CCC Questions

With reference to India’s Desert National Park,
which of the following statements are correct?

1. It is spread over two districts.

2. There is no human habitation inside the Park

3. It is one of the natural habitats of Great
Indian Bustard.

Select the correct answer using the code given
below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d)1,2and 3

Consider the following statements about
the Great Indian Bustard:

1. They have a small population of about
100-150 individuals that are largely
restricted to Thar desert in Rajasthan.

2. It exhibits transboundary movements
across the Indo-Pak borders.

Which of the above statements is/are
correct?

A. 1lonly

B. 2 only

C.Bothland?2

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans. (C)

Learning Zone: The Great Indian
Bustard, an iconic, critically endangered
and conservation dependent species,
exhibits transboundary movements, and its
migration exposes it to threats such as
hunting in the boundary area of Pakistan-
India and powerline collisions in India.
The Great Indian Bustard is a Critically
Endangered species with a small population
of about 100-150 individuals that are

largely restricted to Thar desert in
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Rajasthan, India.

The species has disappeared from 90% of
this range; their population has reduced by
90% within 50 years (six generations), and
their threats are expected to increase in
future.

Why is this question important?

The mascot for 13th COP of the Convention
on the Conservation of Migratory Species
of Wild Animals (CMS), "Gibi - The
Great Indian Bustard' is a critically
endangered species which has been
accorded the highest protection status under
the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972.

CCC 2020

If you want to see the Great Indian
Bustards in their natural habitat, which
one of the following is the best place to
Visit?

A. Desert National Park

B. Kuno Wildlife Sanctuary

C. Foot hills of Himalayas

D. Kawal Wildlife Sanctuary

Ans: (A)

Learning Zone: The Great Indian
Bustards (GIB) are mainly found in the
state of Rajasthan. The Thar area of
Jaisalmer/ Desert National Park has the
highest number of Great Indian Bustards
(GIB) in India.

An ongoing survey by the Wildlife Institute
of India (WII) revealed that the total count
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of GIB is 128 in the Thar area of Jaisalmer.
In Maharashtra, Karnataka and Andhra
Pradesh the count is just 22.

Why is this question important?

As per the WII survey, only 150 such birds
are present in the country today.

CCC September 2018

According to India’s National Policy on Biofuels,
which of the following can be used as raw
materials for the production of biofuels?

1. Cassava

2. Damaged wheat grains

3. Groundnut seeds

4. Horse gram

5.Rotten potatoes

6. Sugar beet

Select the correct answer using the code given
below:

(@) 1, 2, 5and 6 only

(b) 1, 3, 4 and 6 only

© 2, 3,4and 5 only

(d)1,2,3,4,5and6

Which of the following is/are the second
generation biofuels?

1. Agricultural residue

2. Woody crops

3. Municipal solid waste

Select the correct answer using the codes
given below.

A.1and 2 only

B. 2 only

C.2and 3 only

D.1,2,and 3

Ans. (D)

Learning Zone: To qualify as a second-
generation feedstock, a source must not be
suitable for human consumption. Second-
generation biofuel feedstocks include
specifically grown inedible energy crops,
cultivated inedible oils, agricultural and
municipal wastes, waste oils, and algae.
Municipal Solid Waste comprises a very
large range of materials, and total waste
arisings are increasing. In the UK, recycling
Initiatives decrease the proportion of waste
going straight for disposal, and the level of
recycling is increasing each year. However,
there remain significant opportunities to

convert this waste to fuel via gasification or
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pyrolysis.
Why is this question important?
Dr Kishalay Mitra, lead researcher,
Department of Chemical Engineering, IIT
Hyderabad, stated recently that the second-
generation sources include agricultural
waste products such as straw, hay and
wood, among others, that do not intrude
upon food sources.

CCC 2020
In the context of National Policy on
Biofuels, 2018, consider the following
statements.
1. The Policy categorizes Biofuels into
three groups — Basics, Advanced and Third
Generation Biofuels.
2. The Policy expands the scope of raw
material for ethanol production by
allowing use of Sugarcane Juice,
Damaged food grains etc.
3. Policy allows use of surplus food grains
for production of ethanol for blending
with petrol.
Which of the statements given above
Is/are correct?
A. 1only
B. 2 and 3 only
C.1land 3 only
D.1,2and 3
Ans: (D)
Learning Zone: Salient Features of
National Policy on Biofuels, 2018:
1. The Policy categorizes Biofuels as ‘Basic

Biofuels’ viz. First Generation (1G) Bio-
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ethanol & biodiesel; ‘Advanced Biofuels’ -
Second Generation (2G) ethanol, Municipal
Solid Waste (MSW) to drop-in fuels; and
Third Generation (3G) Biofuels, bio-CNG
etc. to enable extension of appropriate
financial and fiscal incentives under each
category.

2. The Policy expands the scope of raw
material for ethanol production by
allowing use of Sugarcane Juice, Sugar
containing materials like Sugar Beet,
Sweet  Sorghum, Starch containing
materials like Corn, Cassava, Damaged
food grains like wheat, broken rice,
Rotten Potatoes, unfit for human
consumption for ethanol production.

3. Farmers are at a risk of not getting
appropriate price for their produce during
the surplus production phase. Taking this
Into account, the Policy allows use of
surplus food grains for production of
ethanol for blending with petrol with the
approval of National Biofuel Coordination
Committee.

4. With a thrust on Advanced Biofuels, the
Policy indicates a viability gap funding
scheme for 2G ethanol Bio refineries of
Rs.5000 crore in 6 years in addition to
additional tax incentives, higher purchase
price as compared to 1G Biofuels.

5. The Policy encourages setting up of
supply chain mechanisms for biodiesel
production from non-edible oilseeds, Used

Cooking Oil, short gestation crops.
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Why is this question important?
Recently, the Union Cabinet has approved
National Policy on Biofuels — 2018.

CCC May 2018

Siachen Glacier is situated to the
(a) East of Aksai Chin

(b) East of Leh

(c) North of Gilgit

(d) North of Nubra Valley

Consider the following statements about
the Siachen glacier:

1. It is part of the Karakoram Range
System.

2. It 1s the world’s longest glacier in the
non-polar areas.

3. It is the source of the Nubra and Shyok
rivers.

Which of the above statements are
Incorrect?

a) 2 only

b) 3 only

c) 2and 3

d) None of the above

Ans: (A)

Learning Zone:

Siachen glacier is part of the Karakoram
range system. It is the longest glacier in the
Karakoram range and the second-longest in
the world's non-polar areas. It is the source
of many rivers such as Nubra, which is a
tributary of Shyok river (it rises from the
Rimo glacier, which itself is a tongue of the
Siachen glacier), which in turn is part of the
Indus River System.

It is the highest battlefield in the world and
lies on LoC between India and Pakistan. It
has been continuously contested, which has

led to the militarization of the glacier.
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CCC 2019 October

With reference to Foreign Direct Investment in
India, which one of the following is considered
its major characteristic?

(@ It is the

instruments essentially in a listed company.

investment through capital

(b) It is a largely non-debt creating capital flow.

(c) It is the investment which involves debt-

servicing
(d) It is the investment made by foreign
institutional investors in the Government
securities.

In the context of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI), Consider the following
statements.

1. FDI is a source of non-debt finance for
the economic development of the
country.

2. In India, currently 100% FDI is permitted
under automatic route for the coal sector.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C. Both 1and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (C)

Learning Zone: FDI is a major driver of
economic growth and a source of non-
debt the

development of the country.

finance  for economic
In the coal sector, for sale of coal, 100%
FDI under automatic route for coal mining,
activities including associated processing
Infrastructure is permitted. This will attract
International players to create an efficient
and competitive coal market.

Why is this question important?

The Union Cabinet has recently approved
the proposal for Review of Foreign Direct

Investment on various sectors.

CCC 2019 August
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With reference to '‘Blockchain Technology"'.
consider the following statements :

1. Itis a public ledger that everyone can
inspect, but which no single user controls.

2. The structure and design of blockchain is such
that all the data in it are about cryptocurrency
only.

3. Applications that depend on basic features of
blockchain can be developed without anybody's
permission.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Consider the following statements.

1. Blockchain  technology  allows
designing a secure way to record
transactions and circulate it among

signatories over the internet.

2. Every block in the Blockchain is linked
to a unique digital signature and it
cannot be arbitrarily manipulated.
Which of the statements given above
Is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C. Both 1and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (C)
Learning Zone: Blockchain is a
foundational technology or a platform
that allows designing a secure way to
record transactions and circulate it
among signatories, or any kind of target
group with an Internet connection. At its
core, it is an extremely democratic ledger
that cannot be arbitrarily manipulated and
easily shareable.

They provide an unalterable document of
the history of every transaction. In the
context of currency, it stores the place, time,
value (rupee, for example) and location of
purchase. There is minimal identifying
Information and every block is linked to a
unique ‘digital signature’ of the transacting
participants.

the

In blockchain applications,

verification of a transaction is outsourced
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to several computers on a network —
each has the exact same copy of the
block.

These computers verify the genuineness of
transaction by solving mathematical
problems that can only be done in brute-
force, energy-intensive ways that require a
lot of computational power, and therefore
electricity.

Why is this question important?
Facebook this year announced Libra, a kind

of blockchain-backed digital currency.

CCC July 2019

Consider the following statements:
1. According to the Constitution of India, a
person who is eligible to vote can be made a
minister in a State for six months even if he/she is
not a member of the Legislature of that State.
2. According to the Representation of People
Act, 1951, a person convicted of a criminal
offence and sentenced to imprisonment for five
years is permanently disqualified from
contesting an election even after his release
from prison.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Consider the following statements:

1. In India, a constitutional amendment is
required to increase or reduce the voting
age.

2. Representation of the People Act, 1950
specifies the qualifications and
disqualifications for membership of
parliament as well as the qualifications of
voters.

Which of the statements given above
Is/are correct?

A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C. Both 1 and 2
D. Neither 1 nor 2
Ans: (A)
Learning Zone: Article 326 of the
Constitution prescribes who can vote. To

Increase or reduce the voting age, a
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constitutional amendment is required. The
61st amendment in the Constitution reduced
the voting age from 21 years to 18 years.
Representation of the People Act, 1950
provides for the allocation of seats and

lay
down qualifications of voters, decide on

delimitation of constituencies, to

the procedure for the preparation of
electoral rolls and the manner of filling
seats. Representation of the People Act,
1951 was enacted to regulate the conduct
of elections, specify the qualifications and
disqualifications for membership of these
houses, curb corrupt practices and other
offences and to lay down the procedure
for settling doubts and disputes arising
out of elections. Why is this question
Important? Indian democracy is among the
largest in the world. Currently, elections are
underway to send 543 representatives to
India’s 17th Lok Sabha.

CCC April 2019

Consider the following statements:
1. The weightage of food in Consumer Price
Index (CPI) is higher than that in Wholesale
Price Index (WPI).

2. The WPI does not capture changes in the
CPI

3. Reserve Bank of India has now adopted WPI

prices of services, which does.
as its key measure of inflation and to decide on
the policy

Which of the statements given above is/are

changing key rates.

Consider the following:

1. Primary articles

2. Fuel and power

3. Manufactured products

Arrange the above in ascending order in
terms of their weight in the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI).

Al1-2-3

B.2-1-3

C.3-1-2
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correct?

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 2 only

(c) 3only
(d)1,2and3

D.2-3-1

Ans: (B)

Learning Zone: Primary articles have a
weight of 22.62%. Fuel & power have a
weight of 13.15%, and manufactured
products have a weight of 64.23% in the
WPI basket.

Why is this question important?

Office of the Economic Adviser under the
Ministry of Commerce & Industry releases
monthly WPI for ‘All Commodities’ (Base:
2011-12=100).

CCC April 2019

Consider the following statements:
1. Coal ash contains arsenic, lead and
mercury.

2. Coal-fired power plants release sulphur
dioxide and oxides of nitrogen into the
environment.

3. High ash content is observed in Indian coal.
Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(@) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 3only

(d)1,2and3

The thermal power plants running on
coal are considered as a major source of
air pollution in India. Which of the
following pollutants are emitted by such
plants?

1. Suspended particulate matter

2. Nitrogen oxide

3. Mercury

4. Sulphur oxide

Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

A.1and 4 only

B. 2 and 4 only

C.1,2and 3only

D.1,2,3and 4

Ans: (D)

Learning zone: The thermal power plants
running on coal are considered as a major

source of air pollution in India. Some of the
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major pollutants emitted by such plants
are suspended particulate matter,
sulphur oxide, nitrogen oxide and
mercury.

Despite the Ministry of Environment
notifying emission limits for these major
pollutants in December 2015, the effort to
clean up India’s thermal power plants
running on coal has never really taken off.
Why is this question important?

Recently, the Power Ministry has proposed
to provide the equivalent of over $12 billion
(about Rs. 88,000 crores), mainly to remove

sulphur from coal plant emissions.

CCC February 2019

Consider the following statements :

1. 36% of India 36% of India's districts are
classified as "overexploited" or "critical” by the
Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA).

2. CGWA was formed under the Environment
(Protection) Act.

3. India has the largest area under groundwater
irrigation in the world.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Recently, Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA) notified Water
Conservation Fee (WCF) for extracting
groundwater. Which of the following
has/have been exempted from paying
WCF?

1. Agriculture sector

2. Defence establishments

3. All Individual households

4. Packaged drinking water Units’

Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

A. 3 only

B. 1,2 and 4 only

C.1land 2 only

D. 1, 3and 4 only

Ans: (C)
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Learning Zone: The Central Ground
Water Authority (CGWA) has revised the
guidelines for groundwater extraction and
Introduced the concept of  water
conservation fee (WCF).

The agriculture sector, Defence
establishments and users who don’t use
electricity to extract water have been
granted an  exemption. Individual
households that draw groundwater using a
delivery pipe of a greater than 1> diameter
would need to pay a WCF. The industries
that use groundwater for packaged drinking
water would also need to pay WCF. Why is
this question important?

In a bid to promote conservation of
groundwater, the Central Ground Water
Authority (CGWA) has notified a water
conservation fee (WCF) that industries will
need to pay on groundwater extraction

starting from June 2019.

CCC December 2018

10.

Other than the Fundamental Rights, which of the
following parts of the Constitution of India
reflect/reflects the principles and provisions of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(1948)?

1. Preamble

2. Directive Principles of State Policy

3. Fundamental Duties Select the correct answer
using the code given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only

Consider the following rights.

1. Right to a nationality

2. Right to privacy

3. Right to own property

4. Right to education

Which of the rights given above are
recognized under the  Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, 19487

A. 1 and 4 only

B. 2, 3and 4 only
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(b) 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d)1,2and3

C.1,2and 3 only
D.1,2,3and 4
Ans: (D)
Learning Zone: Article 15 of Universal
Declaration of Human Rights 1948, states
that everyone has a right to nationality and
no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his
nationality nor denied the right to change
his nationality. Article 12 recognizes the
right to privacy. It states that no one shall
be subjected to arbitrary interference with
his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his
honour and reputation. Everyone has the
right to the protection of the law against
such interference or attacks. Article 17
provides that everyone has the right to own
property alone as well as in association with
others. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived
of his property. Article 26 states that
everyone has the right to education.
Education shall be free, at least in the
elementary and fundamental stages.
Elementary education shall be compulsory.
Technical and professional education shall
be made generally available and higher
education shall be equally accessible to all
on the basis of merit.
Why is this question important?
The year 2018 marked the 70th year of
adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, 1948.

CCC December 2018
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11.

"The experiment will employ a trio spacecraft
flying in formation in the shape of of an
equilateral triangle that has sides one million
kilometres long, with lasers shining between the
craft. The experiment In question refers to
(a) Voyager-2

(b) New Horizons

(c) LISA Pathfinder

(d) Evolved LISA

In the context of ‘Voyager 2° space
the

statement(s) is/are correct?

probe, which of following
1. The Voyager 2 spacecraft was built by
NASA to conduct close-up studies of
Jupiter and Saturn.

2. It 1s the first human-made object iIn
history to reach the edge of the solar
system.

Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

A. 1 only

B. 2 only

C.Both 1 and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (A)

Learning Zone: Voyager 2 was launched
In 1977 by NASA, to conduct close-up
studies of Jupiter and Saturn. However, as
the mission continued, additional flybys of
the two outermost giant planets, Uranus and
Neptune, proved possible. VVoyager 2 along
with its twin Voyager 1 are the NASA'’s

longest running missions (41 years).

CCC November 2018

12.

With reference to the Indian economy, consider
the following statements:

Commercial Paper is a short-term unsecured
promissory note.

'Certificate of Deposit is a long-term of Indiato a
corporation.

'Call Money' is a short-term finance used for

With reference to the Commercial Paper
(CP), consider the following statements.
(CP) is an

unsecured money market

1. Commercial Paper
Instrument
Issued in the form of a promissory note.

2. It was introduced in 1990 to enable

corporate borrowers to diversify their
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interbank transactions.

"Zero-Coupon Bonds' are the interest bearing
short-term bonds issued by the Scheduled
Commercial Banks to corporations.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a) 1and 2 only

(b) 4 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(a) 2, 3and 4 only

sources of long-term borrowings.

Which of the statements given above
Is/are correct?

A. 1only

B. 2 only

C. Both land 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (A)

Learning Zone: Commercial Paper (CP)
unsecured

IS an money  market

Instrument issued in the form of a
promissory note. CP, as a privately placed
Instrument, was introduced in India in 1990
with a view to enable highly rated corporate
borrowers to diversify their sources of
short-term borrowings and to provide an
additional  instrument to  Investors.
Subsequently, primary dealers (PDs) and
all-India financial institutions (FIs) were

also permitted to issue CP to enable them

to meet their short-term funding
requirements.
Why is this question important?

Commercial paper has been in the news in
recent time due to the IL&FS crisis. IL&FS
Finance defaulted in late August on a

commercial paper repayment.

CCC 2018 October

13.

Consider the following pairs:
International agreement / set-up -  Subject
1. Alma-Ata Declaration -  Healthcare of

the people

The Alma Ata Declaration (1978) is
related to

A. Nuclear disarmament

B. Elimination of Child labour

Clearl AS.com - Page 38




2. Hague Convention - Biological and

chemical weapons

3. Talanoa Dialogue - Global climate
change
4. Under2 Coalition - Child rights

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly
matched?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 4 only

(c) 1and 3 only

(d) 2, 3and 4 only

C. Gender equality in workplaces

D. Primary health care

Ans: (D)

Learning Zone: The Alma Ata
Declaration (1978) is related to Primary
health care.

The Alma Alta Declaration put ‘“health for
all” centre stage as a fundamental right in
1978, with 134 countries committed to
making primary health care the mainstay
to achieve universal health coverage.
Why is this question important?

2018 marks the 40th anniversary of the
declaration. In an event that marked 40
years of the historic Alma Ata Declaration,
which declared health a human right for
all, all the 192 member countries of the
United Nations, including India, signed
the Astana Declaration. It was also in the
news in the context of Ayushman Bharat

Scheme of Government of India.

CCC 2018 October

With reference to the ‘Talanoa dialogue’,
which of the following statements is/are
not correct?

1. It is a global platform to review of
climate commitment and to take stock of
the current progress made towards
climate action.

2. The dialogue was launched in 2015,
during the United Nations Climate Change

Conference, COP-21, held in Paris, France.
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Select the correct answer using the code
given below.

A. 1only

B. 2 only

C. Both1and 2

D. Neither 1 nor 2

Ans: (B)

Learning Zone: The Bonn climate change
conference, 2018 saw the launch of the
global review of climate commitment,
known as the Talanoa Dialogue.
Launched by Fiji at COP-23 to take stock of
the current progress made towards climate
action, the dialogue witnessed participation
from every walk of life— youths, civil
society, businesses, indigenous groups and
governments—who narrated their
experiences on dealing with climate
Impacts.

Why is this question important?

The Bonn climate change conference was
held in May 2018.

CCC June 2018

Note: There are many more questions asked in UPSC Civil Services Preliminary Examination

2020 related with the questions provided as part of ClearlAS Current Affairs Capsules (CCCs).

It’s highly time-consuming to search and compile all such questions. We have only highlighted a

few questions which our regular users pointed out.
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Questions in UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 vs

Related Questions in Clearl AS Most Probable
Prelims Questions (CMPPQs)

UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 Questions

ClearlAS CMPPQs

With reference to the funds under
Members of Parliament Local Area
Development Scheme (MPLADS), which

of the following statements are correct?

1. MPLADS funds must be used to create
durable assets like physical infrastructure

for health, education, etc.

2. A specified portion of each MP’s fund
must benefit SC/ST populations.

3. MPLADS funds are sanctioned on
yearly basis and the unused funds cannot

be carried forward to the next year.

4. The district authority must inspect at least
10% of all works under implementation

every year.

With reference to Members of Parliament

Local Area Development Scheme
(MPLADS), consider the following
statements

1. Itis a Plan Scheme fully funded by
the Government of India.

2. The annual MPLADS fund
entitlement per MP constituency is
Rs. 1 crore.

3. The funds released under the
scheme are non-lapsable.

Which of the above statements is/are

correct?

(a) 1and 2 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 1and 3 only
(d) 1,2and 3
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Select the correct answer using the code

given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3and 4 only
(c) 1, 2 and 3 only
(d) 1, 2 and 4 only

Ans: (c) 1 and 3 only

Learning Zone: It was launched iIn
December 1993, to provide a mechanism
for the Members of Parliament to
recommend works of developmental
nature for creation of durable community
assets and for provision of basic facilities
infrastructure,

including community

based on locally felt needs.

The MPLADS is a Plan Scheme fully funded
by the Government of India. The annual
MPLADS fund MP

constituency is Rs. 5 crores.

entitlement  per

Why is this question important? As a part of
Government’s efforts to contain the spread
of COVID - 19, the Ministry of Statistics
and Programme Implementation (MoSPlI)
has issued a circular granting one-time
dispensation for utilizing funds under the
of Parliament Local Area
(MPLADS) to
address the challenges in the fight against

COVID-19.

Members

Development  Scheme

SET 11- CMPPQ Qn.10
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In India, Legal Services Authorities
provide free legal services to which of the

following type of citizens?

1. Person with an annual income of less than
Rs. 1,00,000.

2. Transgender with an annual income of
less than Rs. 2,00,000.

3. Member of Other Backward Classes
(OBC) with an annual income of less than
Rs. 3,00,000.

4. All Senior Citizens

Select the correct answer using the code

given below:

(a) 1 and 2 only
(b) 3 and 4 only
(c) 2and 3 only
(d) 1 and 4 only

With reference to the National Legal
Services Authority (NALSA), consider

the following statements

1. It organises Lok Adalats for

amicable settlement of disputes.

2. ldentify specific categories of the
marginalised and excluded groups
and formulates various schemes for
the implementation of preventive
and  strategic  legal  service
programmes.

3. Provide free legal aid in civil and
criminal matters for the poor and
marginalised people who cannot
afford the services of a lawyer iIn
any court or tribunal.

Which of the above statements is/are

correct?

1 only

2 and 3 only
1 and 3 only
1,2and 3

o0 o

Ans: (d) 1,2 and 3

The National
Services Authority (NALSA) has said that

around 11,077 undertrials

Learning Zone: Legal

have been

released from prisons nationwide as part of
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the mission to decongest jails following the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Why is this question important? NALSA
has also been providing assistance to
prisoners who were eligible to be released on
parole or interim bail under the relaxed

norms, through its panel lawyers.

SET -11 CMPPQ — Qn.58

Consider the following statements:

1. The Constitution of India defines its
‘basic structure’ in terms of federalism,
fundamental and

secularism, rights

democracy.

2. The Constitution of India provides for
‘Judicial review’ to safeguard the citizens’
liberties and to preserve the ideals on
which the Constitution is based.

Which of the statements given above is/are
correct?

(a) 1 only

(b) 2 only

(c) Both 1 and 2

(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Which among the following is/are
included in the basic structure doctrine of

The constitution of India?

1. Independence of the judiciary.

2. The parliamentary system of
government

3. The principle of free and fair
elections

Select the correct answer using the codes

given below:

a. 1 and 2 only
b. 2 and 3 only
C. 3 only

d. 1,2and 3

Ans: (d) 1,2 and 3

Learning Zone:
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The ‘basic structure’ doctrine has been
interpreted to include the supremacy of
the Constitution, the rule of law,
Independence of the judiciary, doctrine of
federalism,

separation of  powers,

secularism, sovereign democratic
republic, the parliamentary system of
government, the principle of free and fair

elections, welfare state, etc.

Why is this question important? The 47th
anniversary of Kesavananda Bharati Case
which pronounced the Basic Structure

doctrine was held recently.

SET -11 CMPPQ — Qn.87

The term ‘West Texas intermediate’,
sometimes found In news, refers to a

grade of

(a) Crude oll
(b) Bullion
(c) Rare earth elements

(d) Uranium

West Texas Intermediate (WTI),

sometimes seen in the news related to:

a. WHO

b. A grade of crude oil

C. OPEC

d. Trans-Pacific Partnership

Ans: (b) A grade of crude oil

Learning Zone: West Texas intermediate

(WTI), also known as Texas light sweet, is a
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grade of crude oil used as a benchmark in oil

pricing.

This grade is described as light crude oll
because of its relatively low density, and

sweet because of its low sulfur content.

It is the underlying commodity of New York

Mercantile Exchange’s oil futures contracts.

Why is this question important? US oil
markets created history when prices of West
Texas Intermediate (WTI), the best quality
of crude oil in the world, fell to “minus”
$40.32 a barrel in New York. This is the

lowest crude oil price ever known.

SET 11- CMPPQ Qn. 71

Under the Kisan Credit Card Scheme,
short term credit support Is given to
farmers for which of the following

purposes?

1) Working capital for maintenance of farm
assets

2) Purchase of combine harvesters, tractors
and mini trucks

3) Consumption requirements of farm
households

4) Post-harvest expenses

5) Construction of family house and setting
up of village cold storage facility

Select the correct answer using the code

given below:

With reference to the Kisan Credit Card
(KCC) Scheme, consider the following

statements

1. KCC scheme is being implemented
by all Co-operative banks, Regional
Rural Banks and Public Sector
Banks throughout the country.

2. The scheme covers the risk of KCC
holders against death or permanent
disability resulting from accidents.

3. Card valid for 5 years subject to
annual review.

Which among the above statements is/are

correct?
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(a) 1, 2and 5 only
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only
(c) 2, 3,4 and 5 only
(d)1,2,3,4and5

a. 1 and 2 only
b. 2 and 3 only
C. 1 and 3 only
d. 1,2and 3

Ans: (d) 1,2 and 3

Learning Zone: The Kisan Credit Card
(KCC) scheme was announced in the Budget
speech of 1998-99 to fulfil the financial
requirements of the farmers at various stages

of farming through institutional credit.

The model scheme was prepared by the
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) on the

recommendation of the V Gupta committee.

The KCC scheme is being implemented by
the all Co-operative banks, Regional Rural
Banks and Public Sector Banks throughout

the country.

The scheme covers the risk of KCC
holders against death or permanent

disability resulting from accidents.

Card valid for 5 years subject to annual
review. As an incentive for good
performance, credit limits could be
enhanced to take care of the increase in

costs, change in cropping pattern, etc.

Conversion/re schedule of loans are also
permissible in case of damage to crops

due to natural calamities.
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Why this question is important? The
Government of India has extended the
facility of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) to
fisheries and animal husbandry farmers to

help them meet their working capital needs.

Note: There are many more questions asked in UPSC Civil Services Preliminary Examination
2020 related with the questions provided as part of ClearlAS Most Probable Prelims Questions
(CMPPQs). It’s highly time-consuming to search and compile all such questions. We have only

highlighted a few questions which our regular users pointed out.
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Questions In UPSC CSE Prelims 2020
which could have been answered from

ClearlAS FREE online study materials (notes)

ClearlAS provides free online study materials for both static topics as well as
current affairs. Many questions in UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 could have been

answered from Clearl AS online notes.

Some of those questions:

e Block chain technology

e Cultural History — Upasakas

e Interest Coverage Ratio

e G20

e Scholars — Kalidas and Amarasimha
o Artificial Intelligence

e Parliamentary System (also mentioned in the mind maps of the book

“Important Judgments that transformed India’)
e Bureaucracy
e Representation of Peoples Act 1951
e FRBM Act
e Parliamentary Sessions
e Fundamental Rights — Right against untouchability
e MPLADSsS
e Separation of Judiciary from Executive
e CPl and WPI

e EXxpansionary Monetary Policy
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Questions In UPSC CSE Prelims 2020
which could be solved using

Clearl AS Intelligent Elimination Techniques
(IETS)

ClearlAS believes that Success in UPSC Civil Services Examination (CSE) = 50%
Knowledge + 50% Skills (Strategies).

ClearlAS has mentioned many times on our website that just by building knowledge alone
you may not be able to clear the cut-off score in the UPSC CSE Prelims. You also need exam
skills, strategies, and techniques.

For subscribers of Clearl AS Prelims Test Series, ClearlAS provided 20 Intelligent
Elimination Techniques (IETS).

Many aspiants commented after the exam that ClearlAS IETs were extremely helpful to solve
many questions.

We shall create a separate video demonstration of the application of IETs to solve the
questions in UPSC CSE 2020 questions.

Details of IET Video Class — Click here.
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Questions in UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 connected with
‘Important Acts that Transformed India’ Book

e MPORTANT
— .DL.“ 11621 TEST BOOKLET A ACTS
GENERAL STUDIES B
sy that Transformed India
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Acts enacted by the Indian Parliament (Legislature) is a repeated question
area in UPSC Civil Services Preliminary and Main Exam. In this post, we
compare the Questions in UPSC CSE Prelims 2020 connected with the
‘Important Acts that Transformed India’ Book.

ClearIAS is reputed for its close observation and analysis of UPSC trends.

Even months before UPSC Prelims 2020, we had published our finding that Important
Acts is a priority area for all IAS/IPS aspirants preparing for UPSC Civil Services
Preliminary and Main Exam.

Our observation was purely based on previous year question trends, which many
aspirants (and mentors) had missed. In 2019, 11 questions were asked from the topic. It
was very obvious to us that UPSC expects future Civil Servants to be knowledgeable
about the important Acts/Bills/Rules etc. However, there was no book dedicated to
Acts/Bills before.

To help aspirants save time and effort to cover hundreds of Acts and Bills, the expert
Civil Services Trainer, Alex Andrews George (founder of ClearIAS), authored a book
‘Important Acts that transformed India‘ which covered 100 must-know Acts for UPSC
aspirants.

The book was released by September 2020, enabling aspirants quick learning before
Prelims.
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Even this year too (UPSC CSE 2020) the trend turned out not different.

Important Acts remained the single prominent theme from which maximum questions
are asked (6 Questions, 12 marks). If an aspirant wrongly answered all these questions,

he/she would have lost 16 marks (considering the impact of additional -0.66 negative
marks).

In this post, we help aspirants realise the importance of the topic for upcoming exams.

1. Question based on the provisions of The Representation of
People Act 1951
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The Representation of Peoples Act 1951 Provisions: From the book ‘Important Acts that

Transformed India’

Question UPSC CSE 2020) Consider the following statements:

1. According to the Constitution of India, a person who is eligible to vote can be made a
minister in a State for six months even if he/she is not a member of the Legislature of

that State.

2. According to the Representation of People Act, 1951, a person convicted of a criminal
offence and sentenced to imprisonment for five years is permanently disqualified from

contesting an election even after his release from prison.
Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
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(b) 2 only

(c) Both1and 2
(d) Neither 1 nor 2

Reference: Important Acts that Transformed India, Chapter: The Representation of

the People Act, 1951, Page: 93

2.Question based on the provisions of The Aadhar Act 2016

)

The Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial and
Other Subsidies, Benefits
and Services) Act, 2016

gl [_| EWJ mjlﬂlﬂ

The Aadhar Act 2016 Provisions: From the book ‘Important Acts that transformed India’
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Question UPSC CSE 2020) Consider the following statements:
1. Aadhaar metadata cannot be stored for more than three months.

2. State cannot enter into any contract with private corporations for sharing of Aadhaar

data.

3. Aadhaar is mandatory for obtaining insurance products.

4. Aadhaar is mandatory for getting benefits funded out of the Consolidated Fund of

India.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?
(a) 1 and 4 only
(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 3 only

(d) 1, 2 and 3 only
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Reference: Important Acts that Transformed India, Chapter: The Aadhaar (Targeted
Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services) Act, 2016, Page: 153,
154

3. Question based on the provisions of The Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act, 2003
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The FRBM Act 2003 Provisions: From the book ‘Important Acts that transformed India’

Along with the Budget, the Finance Minister also places other documents before the
Parliament which include “The Macro-Economic Framework Statement. The aforesaid
document is presented because this is mandated by

(a) Long-standing parliamentary convention

(b) Article 112 and Article 110 (1) of the Constitution of India

(c) Article 113 of the Constitution of India

(d) Provisions of the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management Act, 2003

Reference: Important Acts that Transformed India, Chapter: The Fiscal Responsibility
and Budget Management Act, 2003, Page No: 236

4. Question based on the provisions of The Environment
Protection Act
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The Environment Protection Act 1986 Provisions: From the book “Important Acts that transformed
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Question UPSC CSE 2020) Consider the following statements:

1. 36% of India’s districts are classified as “overexploited” or “critical” by the Central

Ground Water Authority (CGWA).

2. CGWA was formed under the Environment (Protection) Act.
3. India has the largest area under groundwater irrigation in the world.

Which of the statements given above is/are correct?

(a) 1 only
(b) 2 and 3 only
(c) 2 only

(d) 1 and 3 only

Reference: Important Acts that Transformed India, Chapter: The Environment

Protection Act, 1986, Page: 356

5. Question based on the provisions of The Wildlife Protection

Act 1972
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The Wildlife Protection Act 1972 Provisions: From the book ‘Important Acts that transformed India’

Question UPSC CSE 2020) If a particular plant species is placed under Schedule VI of
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The Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, what is the implication?

(a) A licence is required to cultivate that plant.

(b) Such a plant cannot be cultivated under any circumstances.

(c) It is a Genetically Modified crop plant.

(d) Such a plant is invasive and harmful to the ecosystem

Reference: Important Acts that Transformed India, Chapter: The Wildlife Protection

Act, 1972, Page: 354

Not covered as part of the 100 Must-Know Acts in the book. We will add this along the

Online Learning Materials provided.

Conclusion

We don’t intend to say that every UPSC Question was picked from the book.

The book was released only on September 2020. UPSC Question paper should have

been set much before that.
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We also don’t mean to claim that all questions phrases are directly mentioned in the
book. Some questions could be directly answered, while some questions need an
additional application of understanding and co-relation.

The purpose of this post is to make aspirants aware that ‘important acts’ is a high-
priority topic from which a lot of questions are asked in both Prelims and Mains. There
is no surprise in this because UPSC expects future IAS and IPS officers to be
knowledgeable about the important Acts/Bills/Rules etc.
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What ClearlAS recommends to score high In
UPSC CSE Prelims 20217

Imagine that you are sitting in the exam hall now. How should you approach the question
paper?

We suggest 90+ question-attempts in Prelims, with a target of at least 70 questions correct.
This would ensure around 130 marks out of 200 in GS Paper 1, which would be way about
cut-off. Of course, the materials suggested by ClearlAS, including Clearl AS Prelims Test
Series can help in increasing the number of correct questions.

How to score 130+ marks in GS Paper 1?

To score 130+ in UPSC CSE Prelims, one needs to have extensive but smart preparation. As
general guidance, we provide 10-action items for a candidate to learn and revise. Make sure
you cover at least these 10 action-items for an optimum level of preparation (it won't take
much time, as you may think!):

(1) Clearl AS Prelims Online Mock Test Series: Practise of 40 online mock exams in
Clearl AS Prelims Test Series and revision of the same 3-4 times before Prelims.

(2) Clearl AS Intelligent Elimination Techniques: Practise of at least 20 ClearlAS
Intelligent Elimination Techniques (IETs). This will be provided FREE for ClearlAS Prelims
Test Series Subscribers.

(3) Clearl AS Question Paper Solving Techniques: Proper practise of 3-2-1-0-E method in
mock exams before attempting the actual exam. Document your marks in each step (in each
of the 40 exams).

(4) Clearl AS Learning App and Online Study Materials: Proper learning and revision of
the Static and Current Topics given as part of online study materials in ClearlAS Learning

App.

(5) Clearl AS Recommended Books: Proper learning of the NCERT Text Books and
Standard Text-books mentioned by ClearlAS as part of our TTT approach. Particular focus
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should be given to the books - Important Acts that Transformed India as well as Important
Judgments that transformed India.

(6) Clearl AS Video Classes and Courses: Don't miss ClearlAS Video Classes and Courses.
Learn to solve conceptual questions.

(7) ClearlAS Current Affairs Capsules: Complete coverage of ClearlAS Current Affairs
Capsules (at least 2000 questions, including the back-issues).

(8) ClearlAS Most Probable Prelims Questions: Complete coverage of ClearlAS Most
Probable Prelims Questions (at least 2000 questions, including the back-issues).

(9) The Hindu Newspaper: Daily 30 minutes reading of a newspaper, preferably "The
Hindu' e-paper. You can use "ClearlAS" discount code to get 60% OFF.

(10) Previous Year UPSC Questions: Practise of UPSC Previous Year Questions (2011-
2020) - Re-Take it and revise based on the official UPSC Key available on ClearlAS Mock
Exam Platform.

Following ClearlAS Timetable can help you focus. Click here to get the timetable.

Get more standard textbooks mentioned in the list. You need to invest in the right kind of
books to score more marks. Click here to buy books online.

Enroll in ClearlAS Prelims Online Test Series. Click here to join ClearlAS Prelims Test Series
2021.
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